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Media Literacy and Why It Matters



What does NAMLE do?
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NAMLE Membership 

NAMLE is the largest membership organization 
for media literacy education in the world.
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What is Media Literacy?

Our Vision is…
to see media literacy 

highly valued and 
widely practiced as 

an essential life skill.
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Media literacy is…
The ability to ACCESS, 
ANALYZE, EVALUATE, 

CREATE, and ACT using 
all forms of 

communication.

The purpose is…
to help individuals of all ages develop habits 
of inquiry and skills of expression needed to 

be critical thinkers, effective 
communicators and active citizens in the 

world.



What is Media Literacy?
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Core Principles of Media Literacy Education
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People who are media literate…

…know what 
questions to ask 

while analyzing and 
evaluating  media.

…use tools and 
processes to 

ascertain 
credibility.

…understand how 
media messages impact 

society, including 
individual and 

community ideologies.
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People who are media literate…
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…understand how 
their own biases and 
cognitive processes 

shape their 
interpretation of 

messages.

…can thoughtfully and 
impactfully create 

media for a purpose.

… develop 
mindful and 

healthy media 
habits.



The Problem with “Fake News”
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True or False? Real or Fake? Fact or Fiction?
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The Problem with “Fake News”



Media Messages are Complicated

➔ Advertising
➔ Entertainment
➔ Infotainment
➔ News
➔ News analysis
➔ Opinion
➔ Editorial
➔ Public relations
➔ Marketing
➔ Propaganda
➔ Fake news
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Information Overload
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What a time to be alive!(?)



The future is now.
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All hands on deck!
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“There is no 
silver bullet for 
the challenges 
of digital life.”
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All hands on deck!



Calls for Media Literacy Education
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Media literacy 
education brings 
learning to life

Media Literacy Education Works
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Media literacy 
education helps 
people discern 

information

Media literacy 
interventions 
help people to 

make more 
informed health 

decisions

Media literacy 
education helps 
young people 

develop healthy 
mindsets

Media literacy 
education helps 

people make 
sense of the 

world



Media Literacy Topics

https://www.namle.org @MediaLiteracyEd namle@namle.org || https://lts.asu.edu @ASU

Media
Literacy
Topics

First Amendment
Cancel Culture
Privacy
Bias
Credibility
Representation
Body Image
Consumer Culture
Data Security

Economics
Copyright
Agenda
Artificial 
Intelligence
Ownership
Digital Footprint
Equity and Inclusion



In the headlines…
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In the headlines…



https://www.namle.org @MediaLiteracyEd namle@namle.org

In the headlines…



Media Literacy Education

Media literacy education 
provides skills to thrive in 

the mediated world. 
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What are the challenges?
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No standard model

Relies on individuals

Practitioners are 
self-taught

Competing curricular 
demands

Lots of resources but no 
overarching organization

Struggle with outreach to 
diverse populations

Lack of public 
understanding

Not a national priority 



What are the opportunities?
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Recognition of urgency

Growing global community

National approach models

Increased collaborations 

across countries 

Growing media and tech 

industry involvement 

Increased policy efforts

More materials and 

resources

Increased involvement 

directly from youth 



Media Literacy In Action 
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Media literacy is…
The ability to ACCESS, 
ANALYZE, EVALUATE, 

CREATE, and ACT 
using all forms of 
communication.

The purpose is…
to help individuals of all ages develop habits 
of inquiry and skills of expression needed to 

be critical thinkers, effective 

communicators and active citizens 
in the world.



Media Literacy In Action 
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 “Today, to be democracy 
ready, all students must be 

media literate.”
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Questions? 

Michelle Ciulla Lipkin
Executive Director, NAMLE
mciullalipkin@namle.org

Thank you!


